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conduct. Naturally Robert's dislike for his younger brother
was intense. Altogether Robert was convinced that his
parents "had no use for him" and bitterly resented their
distrust and lack of confidence in him. It seems obvious
that these family attitudes were important factors in Robert's
delinquent behavior and unhappiness. The treatment con-
sisted primarily of changing the parents' attitude toward
the boy without making them feel that they were to blame
for his behavior.
The two outstanding findings of the extensive study of
personality development'in the home environment made by
a committee of the White House Conference on Child
Health and Protection 45 were: (1) such externals of home
life as economic status or living conditions are not so signifi-
cant for a child's personality development as are certain
parent-child relationships o£ affection and confidence, the
inculcation of regularity in daily health routines, and the
illness or nervousness of parents; (2) the level of family rela-
tionships appears somewhat higher for urban than for rural
-children. This may be due in part to the greater social
isolation of the rural child and to the physical proximity
of the members of the rural family which does not necessarily
lead to a psychological unity. It may, in fact, increase the
adolescent's difficulty in emancipating himself from the
family. Almost half of the rural boys and one-third of the
rural girls spent all, or all but one, evening a week at home
while only one-sixth of the city adolescents spent as many
evenings at home. Although unsupervised evenings away
from home may lead to unconventional behavior, the gain
for the adolescent in social experiences with his contempo-
raries must be recognized. For rural and village girls the
church clubs, school clubs, Girl Reserves, and 4H clubs help
to meet this need apparently more successfully than similar
•organizations for boys.
The attitudes of teachers compete with those of parents
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